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GERMANS STILL PUSHING HAIG'S LINE BACK
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GERMANS SHELLING PARIS
ILE RANGE GUN’
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Rockets and Numerous Flares."'

More Than Half a Dozen Towns

“We Could See Through Our Barbed H'irei . C X
Entanglements the Barbed Wire Defenses "_Blg Gains on Cambrai Front.
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DIVISIONS OF GERMANS

JRGE BAGK BRITISH TROOPS
IN'NIGHT AND DAY BATILE

Haig Admits Withdrawal in St.
Quentin Sector, but Claims Lines
Hold in the North, Contradicting
the Berlin Official Report

BRITISH ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN FRANCE, March
23 (Associated Press).—The Britizh, gallantly fighting, ave still
presenting a solid front to the fiercely attacking Germans, al
though the defensive troops have withdrawn their lines in cerlain

places for strategic reasons.

All day yesterday and much of last night the conflict contin- |

ued to rage with increasing violence, as fresh German divisions
were hurled into the frav in an attempt to smash throu:
ish defenses,

Fifty German divisions have

battlefront and prisoners have been taken from cighteen of them, '

Some estimates place the number of German divisions engaged as
high as ninety, but it is impossible to say whether this is accurate.

The operation is so vast and is changing with such kaleido-
scopic rapidity as the line surges backward and forward that it is

impossible to visualize the scene sufficiently to give a connected

and accurate account of it at present,

Throughout the night the battlefront extended southward,
and it was reported this morning that the French Army was now
engaged,
TERRIFIC SLAUGHTER GF GERMAN TROOPS

LOINIMON, M X | ! " 9

“Heavy fhghting continued wuntil
nigkt on the whole bhattlefront.

late hours laat
Du:in-g the afternoon
powerful hostile attacks, delivered with great weight
of infantry and artillery, broke through our de!
system west of St. Quentin,

"Our troops on this part of the battlefront ar
ing back in good orde;:

rave

fall
ncross the devastated area of pre-
pared positions further west,

"Our troops on the northern portion of the hattle-
front are holdina their pt)!iliunl. Very hra\-_\, fighting
with fresh hostile troops is in progress.”
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LASTS HOURS;

Ten Persons Killed in the Suburbs of the
French Capital—City Raided From the
Air lLast ng‘ht and Again To-Day.

PARIS March 23.—The Germans have been firing
on Paris with long-range guns. Since 8 o'clock this morn-
(ing shells of 240-millimetres have been reaching the capital
and suburbs at intervals of a quarter of an hour, killing
The shortest dis-

tance from Paris to the front is over 100 kilometres—about

about ten persons and wounding fifteen.

sixty-two miles.

The announcement that Paris was being bombarded
was made officially this afternoon.

Measures for counter-attacking the enemy’s cannon
are under execution.

An air raid alarm has just been given.

I he ofticlal srnouncement that Paris is being bombarded must remain
| unexplained until further details have been received. The statement in the
patch that the rlest distance from Paris to the froat is over 100 kil
e et it there has been no breach in the battle line Pari
i | ut o bringing Iy
sl reprarded as the extreme range of heavy | |
Linless the Ciermans have some pew invention. no su I 41X I
is conceivabile.  The most powerful gun 1 herelot have l
cen able to hurl their projectiles only twenty miles or thereaboau
I'he calibre of the shells reaching Paris, 240 millimetres, is equivalent
ibout 2 1-2 inch The heavy German siege pieces fire 17-inch shelis.
Paris had been uader bombardment for 4 iours at the tHime
¢ Tarepoing despatch was filed, 415 P W
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GERMAN FLYERS BOMBARD PARIS
AGAIN DURING DAYLIGHT RAID

Pursued by French Aviators Atter Dropping

Explosives—Poincare and Clemenceau Visit

Damaged Districts During Attack,
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[ R e omier Clemoence ¢ Prefeat af I'll"\' _an
drop |u\l while the

O prpils

ombs wers



